BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA 
Vol. 6, Nos. 2-4: pp. 329 330, 1964 


A NEW SPECIES OF EUPHORBIA FROM AGASTYAMALAI HILLS, 

MADRAS STATE 

A. N. Henry 

Botanical Survey qf India , Calcutta 


Euphorbia santapaui Henry, sp. nov. 

Aflinis Euphorbiae antiquorum Linn,, a qua tamers, 
differt ramis 5-9-alatis, cyathiis singulis (nec ternis), 
pedunculis abbreviatis, involucri lobis 5-8, staminibus 
penitus involutis bracteolis latissimis vaginantibus. 


Frutices vel arbores carnosae, suco lacteo, 1.5-8 m 
altae; rami plures, sursum curvati, nodosi, 5-9- 
alati; alls gracilibus, lobulatis, bina spina brevi 
acuta divaricata stipulari ad singulos lobos. Folia 
3-4 mm longa, et lata,* subsessilia, carnosa, late 
ovata vel suborbicularia, integra, glabra, ad apicem 



rigs. Id5 : Euphorbia santapaui Henry 

I & 2. Portions of branches, 3, T, S, of branch. 4, Leaf, 5 & 6 , Two views of cyathium. 
7. Involucral lobe in between glands. 8. Male flower. 9. Bracteole spread out to expose 
stamen, 10. Female flower. 11. Capsule. 12 & 13. Two views of coccus. 

14. Persistent axis nf capsule* 15. Seed, 
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apiculata, ad basin obmsa, cito decidentia. Cya¬ 
thia 4-9 mm diam., viridi-lutea, singula (nec terna), 
naulo supra axillam spinarum stipularium sita, 
Irequentiora ad apices ramorum, suffulta bractea 
bina opposita late triangulari obtusa crassa rosea; 
pedunculi 2-4 mm longi, robusti, carnosi. In- 
volucri lobi 5-8, singuli ± 2 mm diam, cucullati, 
irregulariter dentati. Glandulae 5-8, transverse ob- 
iongae, carnosae, spongiose foveolatae supra. Flores 
masculi plures, in 5-8 fasciculoS dispositi (fasci- 
culis tantum ante anthesim discernendos); stamina 
penitus involuta bracteolis latissimis vaginantibus 
nonnihil laceratis; filamenta crassa, glabra, supra 
medium nodosa; antherae luteae, erectae, bilo- 
culares, loculis subglobosis longitudinaliter dehis- 
centibus. Flores feminei breviter pedicellati; peri- 
anthii lobi 3, minuti, triangulares, subacuti; ova¬ 
rium trigonum, roseum; styli 3, ad medium con- 
nati, supra liberi; stigmata biloba, papillosa. Cap- 
aula 7-10 mm diam. trigona, piano-convexa aspectu 
longitudinal!, dividenda in 3 coccos bivalves, i-semi- 
nales ex axi perstante; cocci lateraliter compressi, 
leves, glabri; semina % 3 mm diam. vix sphaerica 
levia glabra brunneola, raphe luteo-brunnea. 

Holotypus (Henry 17353A) et i^otypi (Henry 
17353B-F) iecti in collibus Agastyamalai dictis in 
Distr. Tirunelveli in ditione Madras ad altit, 1650 m 
die 27 augusti anni 1963; holotypus positus ad 
CAL; isotypi in herbario sectionis australis Bor. 
Surv. India ad Coimbatore. Paratypi (Henry 
16349A-F) lecti eodem in loco die 27 mail anni 1963 
positi in herbario ad Coimbatore. 

Euphorbia saniapam Henry, sp. nov. 

Allied to £. antiquorum Linn., but differs by the 
branches 5-9-winged, cyathia single (not in triads), 
in condensed peduncles, lobes of the involucre 5-8, 
and stamens quite enveloped in the very broad 
sheathing bracteoles. 

Fleshy, glabrous shrubs or trees with milky juice, 
1.5-8 m tall; branches numerous, curving upwards, 
jointed, 5-9-winged; wings thin, lobulate with one 
pair of short, sharp, divaricate stipular spines on 
each lobe. Leaves 3-4 mm long, as broad as long, 
subsessile, fleshy r broadly ovate or suborbicular, 
entire, glabrous, apiculate at apex, obtuse at base, 
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soon deciduous. Cyathia 4-9 mm across, greenish- 
yellow, single (not in triads), a little above the axils 
of stipular spines, more towards the apices of 
branches^ each supported by two opposite, broadly 
triangular, obtuse, thick, pinkish bracts ; peduncles 
2-4 mm long, stout, fleshy. Lobes of the involucre 
5-8, each ± 2 mm across, cucullate, irregularly 
toothed. Glands 5-8, transversely oblong, fleghy, 
spongily pitted above. Male flowers many, in 5=8 
fascicles (only before anthesis the fascicles are 
easily recognisable); stamens quite enveloped in the 
very broad sheathing somewhat lacerate bracteoles ; 
filaments thick, glabrous, jointed above the middle ; 
anthers yellow, erect, 2-celled; the cells subglobose, 
opening longitudinally. Female flowers 'shortly 
pedicellate; perianth lobes 3, minute, triangular, 
subacute; ovary trigonous, pinkish; styles con¬ 
nate to the middle, above that free; stigmas bilo- 
bed, papillose. Capsules 7-10 mm across, trigonous, 
plano-convex in the longitudinal aspect, separating 
into 3 bivalved, 1-seeded cocci, from a persistent 
axis; cocci laterally compressed, smooth, glabrous; 
seeds ± 3 mm across, almost spherical, smooth, 
glabrous, brownish, the raphe yellowish-brown. 
(Figs. 1-15). 

The holotype of this species (Henry /7352A) and 
isotypes (Henry I7353B-F) were collected from 
Agastyamalai Hills in Tirunelveli district, Madras 
State at an altitude of 'about 1650 m on 27-8-1963 N 
the holotypes has been deposited in the Central 
National Herbarium, Botanical Survey of India, 
Howrah, and isotypes in the Southern Circle Her¬ 
barium, Botanical Survey of India, Coimbatore. 
The paratypes (Henry /0349A-F), collected from the 
same locality on 27-5-1963 are also deposited in the 
Southern Circle Herbarium, Botanical Survey of 
India, Coimbatore, India. 

The author wishes to dedicate this species to Rev. 
Fr. Dr. H. Santapau, S.J., F. N. I., Director, Bota¬ 
nical Survey of India, Calcutta, for his significant 
contributions to the taxonomy of Indian plants. 
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